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This paper discusses the local community’s peiaepbn the impact of tourism
towards the physical environment of Pulau Perhentiéalaysia. It aims to identify the
villagers’ perception and their opinions on the a&us of tourism on the island. As one
of the well-known tourist spots and destinationdMalaysia as well as in the world,
Pulau Perhentian receives large numbers of toyréstyear which has resulted in many
changes to its physical environment and influentieel community’s culture and
lifestyles as well as the island’s economy. As alsnesort island, it has very limited
flat lands and very fragile environment, and thbe increase in capacity of its
occupants and populations may cause much impacitsomatural resources and

environment. Concerned with this issue, this sfiodyises on the impact of tourism on
the physical environment of Pulau Perhentian, batiaral and man-made environment.
Questionnaires consisting six sections were disteith to 130 local people of the Pulau
Perhentian. The information gained from the questires was analyzed and the
factors that gave high impact on the villagers andronment had been identified. The
results of the study together with solutions ancbnemendations for a better tourism
management which includes sustainable tourism pignstrategies, appropriate IT
applications with active and effective public paigation are covered in this research.
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INTRODUCTION but to understand and gather information on the
perception of local people of Perhentian Island,

Tourism is an important industry to many Terengganu, Malaysia related to the physical
countries especially the developing countries. Butenvironment impacts of tourism to their island,ot
tourism industry has given many impacts towards thepositive and negative impacts.
environment and local community (Coccosisal,

2004). History And Setting of Perhentian Island:

These impacts could be positive and negative In Malay, Perhentian Island known as Pulau
not only towards its natural environment but also t Perhentian. Pulau means lIsland and Perhentian is
the culture and livelihood of the people in thethos actually derived from the word ‘henti’ means stop
countries. The positive impacts are in the form of and Perhentian means a place to stop. Perhentian
generating economic activities and income to thelsland has long been a stopover for merchant &ssel
destination countries and also development to thesince the era of Srivijaya maritime empire circa 13
attraction areas and many other benefits. Howevercenturies ago.
there are also many negative impacts arising from Perhentian Archipelago is located in the northern
tourism activities especially to its natural part of the state of Terengganu under the distrfict
environment and social and cultural impacts to lloca Besut, within the mukim (county) of Kuala Besut. It
people unless it is done in sustainable manner andakes about 20-40 minutes by speedboat to reach the
taking into account the carrying capacity of theaar. island from Kuala Besut Jetty.

The initiative of this study is not to get into Perhentian Island consists of two main islands
depth of the causes and issues related to the tmpacnamely Perhentian Kecil (Smaller Perhentian Island)
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and Perhentian Besar (Bigger Perhentian Island) and The survey is done during the site visit to
several small rocky islets to the North-West namely Perhentian Island. The target respondents of this
Pulau Serenggeh, Pulau Pusu Dara Besar, Darguestionnaire survey are the local community who
Kecil, Pulau Rawa, and Pulau Tokong. (Departmentlive in Perhentian Island aged 18 and above. The da
of Fisheries Malaysia,2003) collected is based on the assessment of the local
According to Department of Statistic Malaysia community towards the impacts of tourism upon
(2010), based on the population and housing censushem. The questionnaire survey is divided into six
of Malaysia 2010, the total population of Perhemtia sections; respondent’s demographic, respondent’s
Island is 2,023 with 1,838 Malaysian and 185 othersawareness, tourism impact on natural environment,
are non-Malaysian. Majority are Malay (1765 tourism impacts towards man-made environment,
people). The statistics shows that the total pdmurda other impacts of tourism and suggestion and
of Perhentian Island increases compared to 1274ecommendation for development improvement in
people in the year 2000 (Besut District Local Plan Perhentian Island.
2020) It is assumed that tourism activities have The survey is to state a general picture of
influenced the increase in population to the island  tourism impacts towards the local community in
Tourism in Perhentian Island has started sincePerhentian Island, so as to be able to understand t
1960’s on a very small scale basis. (Tan Wa &tin need and opinion of local people on how tourism
al., 2001 and Perhilitan and Coral Cay Conservation,may impact their daily lives as well as physical
2005). Tourism in Perhentian Island really boost in environment. The data of population of villagers in
1992 during the ‘Visit Terengganu Year 1992'. Since Perhentian Island as reported by Statistics
then, there are many developments in PerhentiarDepartment is 2023 people in year 2010. Based on
Island where infrastructures were built and other this population, the survey was able to get
tourists related development sprung up both in130respondents which are 6.5% of the local
Perhentian Kecil and Perhentian Besar Islands, anccommunity in the island.
tourism became the main economic activities of the Subjects selected in the sample were based on

island till today. specific criteria to ensure the samples are valik
following criteria included:

Significant of The Chosen Study Area: i. Local villagers / Working in Perhentian /
This study is taken place in the Perhentian IslandOthers

due to the connection between the tourist and the ii. One year / more than one year stay in

local people as well as the potential of tourisect@e  Perhentian

contribute to local people who inhabitant the place iii. Well known with Perhentian condition

since before the establishment of Perhentian Isdend recent and current

world tourist attraction. This is also to study htive iv. Willing to participate and is in good mental

local people in fishermen's village adapt with the emotion

current status of Perhentian Island as a res@mndsl V. Must be above 18years old

as well as to identify the impacts of tourism secto
towards local community in the prominent small Data Collection:
island such as Perhentian Island. Data were collected from the local community
The selection of Perhentian Island as a casewho had lived more than one year in Perhentian
study is mainly because geographically the area islsland as permanent residents or working on the
located in the East Coast Malaysia, in the state ofisland as well as those staying there for quiteesom
Terengganu which popular with its coastal and lan time for whatever purposes. The data collected from
tourism. Perhentian located facing the South Chinathe survey will be used to prove or disprove the
Sea and the location is one of the contributionstheory reiterated from the literature review.
towards its richness of sea resources and poténtial The data can also be used to do further research
tourism development. As mentioned before, and findings on the improvement of tourism industry
Perhentian Island has many tourism attractions toin a small island as well as give ideas on how the
offer but it also might exposed to many good andl ba negative impacts could be mitigated or reduced
impacts due to tourism which will be the concern by while positive impacts to be enhanced in the future
the researcher. One of the most concerns is the The population, community profile, their origin,
impact towards the physical environment which and length of stay in the island were examined
Wallis (2000) who lived for years in Perhentian according to the survey and some information were
Island feels the effect of deterioration of the based on the Statistics Department and other celate
environment in the island. This is also felt by Tan agencies.
Wa Hin (2000) who feels the degradation of the The questionnaire has been formulated and
environment due to tourism though not drastically formatted according to the literature reviews. $alve
but its slowly make effects according to him. aspects of physical environment impact has been
included in the questionnaire as well as other
Sampling Design & Criteria: guestions on other impacts of tourism such as
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economy and social impact. The questionnaire descriptive, factor analysis, correlation analyesisl

consists of six sections which are as follows: multiple regression. Tables were drawn from thendat
i) Section A: Respondent’s Demographic recorded and presented in diagrams and charts.
i) Section B: Respondent’'s Awareness As for basic analysis such as using frequency

iii) Section C: Impacts on Natural Environment method, it is the simplest way in SPSS to get both
iv) Section D: Impacts on the Man-Made frequency distributions and summary statistics for
Environment each variable in this research. For this research,
v) Section E: Other Impacts of Tourism frequency analysis has been used for each variable
vi) Section F: Suggestion and Recommendation including the Likert scale questions. Based on alver
results from the frequency analysis, each variables
Data Analysis: were rated and rank using average mean differences.
For this survey, SPSS system was used There are several hypotheses developed for this
extensively to analyze and organize the data taat h research. The hypotheses have been tested using
been collected during the fieldwork survey. The Spearman’s Rho Correlation (used to identify the
method of data analysis is done according tostrength of a relationship between two sets of data
suitability with the questions in the questionnaire variables). It will determine whether the hypottese
survey. are to be rejected or accepted.
In this research, there are several methods that
have been used to analyze the data such a®&espondent’s Background:
descriptive statistics which consist of frequencies

Table 1: Distribution of Respondent’s Background

. Gender
Respondents Total [ Male | Female | Mak | Famale | Total %)
ackground I - Per o
T ?iufn(" ercentage (%o
Malay 128 7 55 5615 | 4231 | 9846
Tndia 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chiness T 0 ) 0 07T N
Others ] 1 0 0.77 0 077
2. AGE
18-25 36 19 17 14.62 13.08 | 27.69
%630 5 12 13 (B3] 1000 | 1923
3135 13 7 5 538 182 10.00
3640 bE 13 10 10.00 7.69 17.60
13 5 5 3 15 231 692
1650 10 g 3 61 L34 760
5155 8 3 3 pEj| 231 162
5660 3 3 0 231 0 231
=60 5 3 ) 231 37 18
3. MARITAL STATUS
Single 43 25 18 19.23 1385 | 33.08
Marmed 8 13 36 %00 | 2780 | 6e
Widower 3 T 7 0.77 T34 231
(4 EDUCATIONIEVEL |
Primary School 29 2 8 16.15 6.15 231
Secondary Schoal ST bj I} 077 1846 | 3923
STPM 1 7 1 5.38 3.08 546
Certificate g 6 3 16 134 615
Diploma 13 6 7 160 338 10.00
Bachelor Degres 16 7 9 538 6.92 1231
Master Dezzee i 0 ) 0 T34 134
PhD. 0 0 0 0 0 0
5. OCCUPATION
Tounsm-related 0 45 25 3462 1923 | 5385
Others Fyj b5 37 .3 1652 | 36.15
Not Stated 13 1 9 3.08 692 10.00

(Source: Field Survey 2013)

According to Table 1, the respondent’s total 32.3% and the least from aged 51 and abave fo

background can be explained as follow: 10.78%.
3. The highest marital status of the respondents

1. The majority respondents are Malay with are married which is 64.6% followed by single with
98.46% of the total respondents. Only one Chinese33.1% and only 2.3% from total respondents is
respondent found working in a chalet at Perhentianwidower.
Besar while another one respondent from other races 4. The majority respondents which are 39.23%
who work as a Policeman at Perhentian Kecil. acquired highest education until secondary school

2. The active respondents came from the while 22.31% acquired only until primary school.
younger generation of aged between 18-35 years oldrhis shows the highest number of respondents have
with total of 56.92% of the total respondents. low education level followed by middle education
Followed by age range from 36-50 years old with the level (STPM, certificate and diploma) with the fota
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24.61% and the least gained high education levelthe boatman, chalet (chalet manager, operator,
(Bachelor Degree and Master Degree) with the totalreceptionist and many other jobs related to chalet)
13.85%. In this research, education level is very chef, restaurant, tourist guide and waiter as can b
important factor to determine the answers given byseen in Table2. While, non-tourism related or other
the respondents for the questionnaire eitheroccupations recorded as 36.15% and there is 10.00%
according to their experience or knowledge. respondents did not answer the question.

5. There are 53.85% of the total respondents
are working in tourism-related sector. This inclside

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to occupatio

Occupation Frequency  Percent (%)

Boatman 2 169
(Chalet 21 16.2
Restaurant 13 10.0
Teacher 13 10.0
Housewife 3 6.2
Waiter 7 4
Chef 3 38
Fisherman b ER]
School Guard 3 ER
Policeman 4 31
Cleaner 3 23
Student 3 23
Tourist Guard 2 15
Clerk 1 0.8
Contractor 1 0.8
House Builder 1 0.8
IT Officer 1 0.8
Nurse 1 0.8
TNE 1 0.8

Not Stated 13 100

Total 130 100.0

(Source: Field Survey 2013)
Respondent’s Household Status:

Table 3: Distribution of Respondent’s Household Status

Respondent’s Gender ,
P . Total Male ‘ Female | Male | Female Total (%)
Household Status -
Frequency Percentage (%)
1-5 36 23 13 17.69 10.00 27.69
6-10 6 4 2 3.08 1.54 4.62
11-15 2 2 0 1.54 0 1.54
16-20 18 10 8 7.69 6.15 13.85
21-25 14 6 8 4.62 6.15 10.77
26-30 14 8 6 6.15 4.62 10.77
31-35 6 3 3 231 2.31 4.62
>35 34 18 16 13.85 12.31 26.15
2. LIVING PURPOSE

Origin 68 35 33 26.92 25.38 52.31
Working 45 35 10 26.92 7.69 34.62
Education 2 0 2 0 154 154
Others 5 4 11 3.08 8.46 11.54
Owned 71 35 36 26.92 27.69 54.62
Rent 16 10 6 7.69 4.62 12.31
Quarters 29 22 7 16.92 5.38 2231
Others 14 7 7 5.38 5.38 10.77
< RM500 13 3 10 T 7.69 10.00
RM 501-RM1000 61 38 23 2923 17.69 46.92
RM1001-RM 1500 14 11 3 8.46 2531 10.77
RM 1501-RM 2000 9 6 3 4.62 2.31 6.92
RIM 2001-RM 2500 2 1 1 0.77 0.77 1.54
RM 2501-RM 3000 5 2 3 1.54 2.31 3.85
RIM 3001-RM3500 3 2 1 1.54 0.77 2.31
= RM3500 8 7 1 5.38 0.77 6.15
Not Stated 15 4 11 3.08 8.46 11.54

(Source: Field Survey 2013)
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According to Table 3, the respondent’s the data, it can be assumed that the range ofglivin

household status can be explained as follow: period from 21 years and above is those who live in
Perhentian Island since they were born which ig the

i. It is important for a respondent to live in origin (refer Table 4).
Perhentian Island for at least one year to see the ii. For the purpose of living in Perhentian
impact and changes of the island. Most of the Island, the highest number of respondents is origin
respondents have live in the island for 1-5 yearsfrom the island which recorded as 52.3% from the
(27.7%) followed by more than 35 years (26.2%), total respondents followed by working (34.6%),
and 16-20 years (13.8%). The least is range from 11 others (11.5%) and education (1.5%). The others are
15 years with the percentage of 1.5%. According to such as marriage, family etc.

Table 4: Relationship between living period and purposkvaig

Living Purpose of Living
Period i Total
(vears) Origin Working Education Others
1-5 0 32 2 2 36
6-10 0 5 0 1 6
11-15 0 2 0 0 2
16-20 9 5 0 4 18
21-25 13 0 0 1 14
26-30 12 0 0 2 14
31-35 6 0 0 0 6
=35 28 1 0 5 34
Total 68 45 2 15 130

(Source: Field Survey 2013)

Purpose of living in Perhentian Island is much least is 10.8% who live in other type of houseshsuc

related to the living period of a respondent. as living with their family, in laws etc.
According to Table 4.4 above, the simple cross iv. The majority respondents (74.61%) gained
tabulation table shows that the total of 68 less than RM2000 income per month, 13.85% of the
respondents who live in Perhentian Island for moretotal respondents have income more than RM2000
than 16 years are due to their origin while otlvene per month and 11.54% did not mention their income.
live less than 15 years are majority for the reason This shows that, majority of the respondents have
working (as highlighted in the table). low income per month as according to informal

iii. There are 54.6% of the respondents ownedinterview and data gained from the survey, most of
the house and land continued by 22.3% live in thethe tourism-related sector will gain income from
quarters which include chalet workers quarters andRM501-RM2000 monthly. This is roughly calculated
also government quarters. 12.3% of the respondentdy the respondents including the at least four m®ont
live in a rental houses and the houses usually dwne they do not operated the chalet and other tourism
by the island community itself because there is nobased services due to monsoon (November-
proper houses built by the government yet for rentFebruary). While other profession especially
except the one that is still under constructioni¢lwh  government servants will gain more than RM2000
is a new residential area in Perhentian Kecil). The per month.

Table 5: Cross tabulation between monthly income and odaupa

Monthly Income Total
= RAM2000 = RM2000 Not Stated
Tourism 66 3 1 70
Related 50.77% 2.31% 0.77% 53.85%
Others 28 15 4 47
21.54% 11.54% 3.08% 36.15%
Not Stated 3 0 10 13
2.31% 0.00 7.69% 10.00%
Total 97 18 15 130
74.62% 13.85% 11.54% 100.00%

Questionaire Section C: Impact to Natural Environme

(Source: Field Survey 2013)
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Table 6: Distribution of Perception of Local People on thgact of Tourism towards Natural EnvironméAtcording to Low, Average
and High Impact)

CHANGES TOFLORA AND FAUNA
Increase in reforestation to sustain 108 17 5 130
environment (83.07%) (13.1%) (3.9%) (100%)
Increase in extinetion of coral, tardle &0 39 22 130
efc. (53.1%) G0.0%) | (169%) (100%%)
Increase in deforestation for new 39 41 30 130
development @5 | oLe | o3e | oo
Creation and efficiency of marine i1 41 38 130
park @392 | G150 | (92%) (100%%)
POLLUTION
Increase in noise pollution from LES 33 3 130
vehicles ete, (64.6%) 254%) | (10.0%%) (100%%)
Increase in water pollution through 79 33 18 130
tourism activities G070 | o54%) | (e | aones
Increase in water pollution through T 26 27 130
oil spillage (59.2%) 200%) | (207%) [ (100.0%)
Increase in water pellution through 74 4 32 130
it st ik e G692 | 185 | i | aoes
EROSION
5 : a5 20 15 130
Increase in land slides @ | asdw | e | acey
Increase in exploitation/exploration 25 32 10 130
of caves, hills etc. (67.6%) 24.6%) (7.6%) | (100.0%)
Increase in coastal erosion due to 18 31 21 130
tourism activities w0 | o3ee | as2e | aooes
Increase in coastal erosion due to 16 32 22 130
tourism development (58.4%) (24.6%) (16.9%) | (100.0%%)
Increase in coastal erosion due to 40 32 58 130
natural coarse (30.8%) (24.6%) 44.6%) | (100.0%)
NATURAL RESOLUECES
Increase in the usage of ground and 60 39 3l 130
surface water to supplv purposes (46.1%:) (30.0%%) (23 8% (100.0%:)
Increase in the occwrrence of five or 18 21 31 130
open burning (60.07%) (16.2%) | (23.9%) | (100.02%)
Increase in the usage of fossil fuels 30 34 45 130
for energy generation (38.5%) (26.2%) (35.4%) | (100.0%)
SISUAL IMPACT
% 28 24 78 130
|Iﬂ“‘~"“‘“II litter / garbage ‘ 016%) | (18.5%) ‘ (60.1%) | (100.0%)

(Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013)

Table 7: Impacts of Tourism towards Natural Environment Ki&ifferences

Questions Mean Rank
VISUAL IMPACT
Increase m lifter / garbage 168 1
Total Mean 3.68 1
NATURAL RESOURCES
Increase in the usage of fossil fisels for energy generation 291 1
Increase in the usage of ground and surface water to supply 258 2
puIpoces
Increase in the ocourrence of fire or open uming 21 3
Total Mean 259 2
CHANGES TOFLORA & FAUNA
Creatien and efficiency of marine park. 272 1
Increase in deforestation for new development 262 2
Increase m extinction of flora and fama 232 3
Increase in reforestation to sustain envircnment 1.55 4
Total Mean 230 3
EROSION
Increase in coastal erosion due to natural coarse 315 1
Increase in coastal erosion due to tourism development 222 2
Increase in coastal erosion dus to tourism activities 218 3
Increase in exploitation/exploration of caves, hills etc. 200 4
Increase n land slides 1.88 5
Total Mean 229 4
POLLUTION
Increase in water polhstion through improper sewage 24 1
discharge
Increase in water pollution through cil spillage 228 2
Increase in water pollution through tounism activifies 21 3
Increase in noise pollution from vehicles ete. 203 4
Total Mean 223 5

(Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013)

Questionaire Section D: Impact to Man-Made Envirorant:
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Table 8: Distribution of Perception of Local People on thmgpact of Tourism towards Man-made Environmgktcording to Low, Average
and High Impact)

UREAN EXPANSION
Increase in change of hydrological 58 7 25 130
and other natural pattern (44.7%7%) (36.2%) (19.2%) | (100.0%%)
Increase in land use change for 34 M 42 130
tourism 262 | @Lye | cres | acoes
Increase in land use change for 41 31 38 130
residential (B13%) | (392%) | (29.3%) | (100.0%)
VISUAL IMPACT
Increase in built up area that creare 39 47 24 130
unpleasant view (45 4%) (36.2%) (18.4%) | (100.0%)
Increase in new architectural sryle 4 26 30 130
which contrast with the existing (56.9%) | (20.0%%) | (231%) | (100.0%)
INFRASTRUCTURE
: B i 3] 23 130
Tncrea in roud capmeity G170 | odew) | 077 | a000
Increase in development and better 49 40 41 130
maintenance of public facilities (B7.7%%) (30.8%) (31.5%) | (10:0.0%)
Increase in developing new 43 45 40 130
infrastructures G460 | (346%) | (30.8%) | (100.0%)
Increase in distilled water supply il i 2 0.8
a : (146%) | 215%) | (63.9%) | (100.0%)
; o 19 42 [ 130
ol T 460 | G23%) | 3% | (000
Increase in comimunication svstems a. 30 . L
3 : (13.8%) | (354%) | (30.7%) | (100.0%)
: : P 33 35 2 3
Nocimen in waite dspocil bin oo | 59 :4??;%) (1{3&3}-&)
Increase in environmental 32 38 60 130
management scheme (24.6%) (20 2%) [46.2%) | (100.0%)
Increase in boat parking and jerty 30 .3 = X8
parkme andyens (231%) | (369%) | @00%) | (100.0%)

(Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013)

Table 9: Impacts of Tourism towards Man-Made EnvironmengaNlI®ifferences

Omestions Mean Rank
INFRASTRUCTURE
Increase m dishlled water supply distnbutim and upgrade
the system 366
Increase and upgrade in communication systems ERT] 2
Increase upsrade in dismbution of electricity and power
supply 336 3
Increase m waste disposal bin and ares il 4
Increase m environmental management scheme 321 3
Increase m boat parking and jetty 312 ]
Increase m developing new mifrastruchres (e g dinmg.
restaurants, chalets etc.) 292 7
Increase m development and better mamtenance of public
facilities 280 8
Ingrease m read capacity due srowth population 218 9
Total Aean 311 1
TURBAN EXPANSION
Increase m land use change for tounsm 303 1
Increase m land use change for resadential 207 2
Increase m change of hydrological and ofher nanmal pattem 2.5 3
Total AMean 185 2
VISUAL IMPACT
Increase m ult wp area that create impleasant view 258 1
Increase m new architectural style which confrast wath the 240 z
existing
Total Mean 249 3

(Source: Cuestionnaire Survey, 2013)
Questionaire Section E: Other Impacts:
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Table 10: Distribution of Perception of Local People on thmpact of Tourism towards Other Impdétccording to Low, Average and High
Impact)

ECONDMIC IMPACT
3 3

et coplaymel oppeetinifics u.gm as > B (‘a‘éﬁ«a} uole.g' B
Generates more income to local 3 2 a7 130
people (3.8%) (21.5%) | (46%) | (100.0%)
Increase cost of living in the island 2 o = 130

2.3%) (30.0%%) | (67.7%) | (100.0%)
Tamprove life pattern of oeal people | %0, | gy | @ | (000
Increase price rate of necessities 11 EL] 81 130
which burden local people (8.3%) (29.2%) (62.3%) | (100.0P%)
Increase in the imported labour 16 43 T 130
working in the island {12.3%) (33.1%) | (4.6%) | (100.0%)
Encourage local to invest and gain 12 56 62 130
more profit from tourism sector 9.2%) (43.1%0) @1 | (100.0%)

SOCIAL IMPACT

Increase bad culture and influence 9 37 [I1 130
for local people (6.9%) (285%) | (46%) | (100.0%)
Increase in self-esteem (more proud 15 39 T8 130
of their rown and commumity) {11.6%) B0.0%) | (585%) | (100.0%)
Encourage to develop friendships 1 25 e 130
and interaction between local and g e 25 g8r ; -
i (8.5%) (35.4%) (362%) | (100.0%)
Increase in eross-cultwral exchange 19 7 3 130
between local and tourists (14 6%} (36.2%) (49.2%) | (100.0%)
Increase in cultural change and 21 7 62 130
dilute local people culture {16.2%%) (36.2%) | @77%) | (100.0%)

{Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013)

Table 11: Impacts of Tourism towards Economy Mean Difference

Mean Rank
ECONOMIC IMPACT
Generates more meome to local people 4.01 1
Increase employment opportimities 4.00 2
Increase cost of living m the 15land 387 3
Tmprove life pattem of local people ENi 4
Increase pnice rate of necessines which burden local people 375 3
Increase m the impaorted laboor working m the 1sland 358 i
Encourage local to mvest and gam more profit from toumsm
sector 3.35 T
379

{Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013)

Table 12: Impacts of Tourism towards Socio-Cultural Meanf&€#nces

Qmestions Mean Rank
SOCTIAL IMPACT
Increase bad culwre and mfluence for local people 388 1
Encourage to develop fendsheps and mteraction between
local and towrists 35 2
Increase m cultural change and dilute local people culhure 348 3
Increase m cross-cultural exchange between local and
tourists 345 4
Increase m self-esteem (feel more proud of their village} 328 3
353
{Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2013)
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION i. The respondents from the older age groups
perceived that impacts of tourism on environmental
Major Finding: pollution were low.
There were several major findings identified to . The respondents in the higher education

be elaborated in this subtopic. Generally it can belevels group perceived that the impact of tourism
concluded that the perception amongst the residentsowards the changes to flora and fauna in Perhentia
of Perhentian Island regarding impacts of tourism Island is high.

depends on the social background of the respondents iii. The respondents in the higher education
such as age, levels of education, periods of ggayin  groups also perceived that tourism activities oa th

Perhentian Island, and the purposes of living inisland give higher impact on environment pollution

Perhentian Island. The following findings indicate and higher impact towards natural resources of the
the perceptions of respondents towards the tourismisland.

impacts on the environment:
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iv. It was discovered that the respondents living questionnaires as well as informal interviews with
and staying longer on Perhentian Island perceivedthe respondents.
that the impact of tourism towards its urban From the interviews during the survey, it was
expansion, environment pollution and natural found out that the older people who had been sgayin
resources are low. longer or the pioneer inhabitants of the islanchegdi

V. The respondents who live long on the island that tourism gives more positive impacts towards th
perceived that the impact of tourism towards its environment. According to them, during the time
visual appearance is also low. before Perhentian Island was officially declared as

Vi. It was discovered that the original tourism destination, the condition of the envirommne
inhabitants of the islands perceived lower impdct o was worst. There were basically no proper facditie
tourism towards the environment pollution and the and the village were unorganised. It was so
natural resources of Perhentian Island. disorganised that there were no basic facilitieshsu

proper toilet and sewage were directly discharged
The local people of Perhentian Island were into the sea.

aware of the impacts of tourism towards their iglan However due to tourism activities, the
both positive and negative impacts. They perceivedgovernment has provided many infrastructure and
that tourism gives low and insignificant impact facilities in Perhentian Island especially in teoh
towards the natural environment such as its naturalsewage and environmental awareness and system.
resources, flora and fauna, and erosion. HoweverThis explained the reason of older peoples’
every respondent agreed that tourism gives highperception that tourism not only gives no negative
impact towards certain aspect of physical impact whereas positively influence and enhance the
environment especially with regards to cleanlinessenvironment by introducing mitigations towards

such as garbage and littering issues. environmental pollution.
The findings however saw a different view from
Other Findings: the respondents with higher education level. From

On the impact of tourism towards man-made the survey, it was observed that this group betleve
environment, the local people of Perhentian Islandtourism caused more negative impact towards the
perceived that tourism caused high impact due toenvironment. Although they perceived that the
infrastructural development such as developing newadverse impacts that is brought by tourism ac#siti
facilities and upgrading existing infrastructures. is not that extensive at present, but in the lanmgit

Besides the findings on impact of tourism will give negative impact. Their views was based on
towards physical environment, there are also othertheir observation from other similar island resorts
impacts such as economy and social impacts. Thewvhereas the elderlies viewed it based on theirlloca
local people perceived that tourism gives both past experience. The educated based their views on
positive and negative impacts towards the economymore scientific observation such as the extinctbn
and socio-cultural influence to the island. turtles, corals and the other marine life.

The local people believed that tourism gives lots These findings is in accordance with the findings
of social benefits and monetary profits to the loca elaborated by Holden (2000) and Reef Check
economy and their personal income, however theyMalaysia (2012) which stated that tourism
also believed that it gives negative impact such asdevelopment and constructions as well as tourism
increase in the imported labour which may deprived activities are among the threats towards mariree lif
local people from getting the most of its economic especially the coral reefs which are the abodenef o
activities. However due to increasing demand for third of the oceans dwelling and nursery ground.
tourism and looking at the benefits arising from it However one of the boatman interviewed opined
the local people agreed that the island should irema from his observations that the extinction of tistle
as tourist destination and believed that the pasiti were not entirely due to tourism development alone,
impacts of tourism is far higher than its negative but the deliberately of trawler net and naturabsdtsr

impacts. such as huge wave especially during monsoon
seasons were amongst the main reasons for turtles
Discussion of Findings: disappearance and corals damage around the island.

In this dissertation, first and foremost, it is wer Monsoonal affects were also contributing to the
important to identify the background of the coastal erosion in the entire island especiallyhie
respondents as it will determine their perceptiamng fisherman’s village. Due to this natural phenomenon
opinions about the topic. As mentioned earlier, the the findings shows that majority of the local resits
perception regarding impacts of tourism in believed that the most worrying factors that is
Perhentian Island depends on the local inhabitant’sdetrimental to the natural environment degradadibn
background such as age, levels of education,Perhentian Island is not entirely from tourism
durations and purposes of living in Perhentiamnidla  activities but from natural causes.

These perceptions were revealed through surveys and  Since tourism contributes so much to the
economic and incomes of the local people, the surve



161 Nik Nadia Izyan Binti Jamil et al, 2015

Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences,(37) Special 2015, Pages: 152-162

found out that they still prefer Perhentian Isldaod  maintain environment health of tourism islands in
remain as a resort island and to receive moredisuri  Malaysia.
Due to this also, most of the respondents have litt
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