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 Background: This study used correlational design to investigate the relationship 

between parental involvement and academic achievement. Objective: The objective of 

this research is to identify the relationship of parental involvement and children’s 

academic achievement among Aboriginal Children of Seletar people. Result: The 

results also showed that there is no significant differences between gender in parental 

involvement t (99.039) = -.0485, k > .05) and academic achievement t = (94.75) = -
1.468, k > .05). ANOVA showed that there is no significant difference between level of 

education in parental involvement, F (6,95) = .11, k > .05 and academic achievement F 

(6,95) = .529, k > .05 Conclusion: The study concluded that Aboriginal children 
academic achievement is not influenced by their parental involvement. Implications and 

Limitations are discussed and future investigation is also directed  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Aboriginal people considered as a minority community in Malaysia. There are many human rights and 

political issues occurred among this community because of their small amount, the biggest problem their facing 

currently is the land rights issue. In addition, the culture of the aboriginal people is very different compared to 

other races, therefore they always being left out by the society.  

 According to the Law of Malaysia, Act 134, under the Aboriginal Peoples Act 1954 provided a clear 

definition of aboriginal people. Aborigine is any person whose male parent is or was, a member of an aboriginal 

ethnic group, who speaks an aboriginal language and habitually follows an aboriginal way of life and aboriginal 

customs and beliefs, and includes a descendant through males of such persons; any person of any race adopted 

when an infant by aborigines who has been brought up as an aborigine, habitually speaks an aboriginal 

language, habitually follows an aboriginal way of life and aboriginal customs and beliefs and is a member of an 

aboriginal community; or the child of any union between an aboriginal female and a male of another race, 

provided that the child habitually speaks an aboriginal language, habitually follows an aboriginal way of life and 

aboriginal customs and beliefs a remains a member of an aboriginal community.  

 Aboriginal people are the indigenous people of Peninsular Malaysia; it is different from the Indigenous 

People of Sabah and Sarawak. According to the statistic presented by Department of Social Welfare in 1997, the 

Aboriginal People population was increased from 54,033 to 92,529 from the year 1969 to 1994, this rate shows 

increasing approximately 2.3 per cent each years. Across Malaysia, there were about 147,412 Aboriginal People 

with 869 villages, compared to the national population, it is approximately 0.6% (Department of Orang Asli 

Affairs or JHEOA, 2006). Among all states in Malaysia, Pahang and Perak have the most population of 

Aboriginal People, with 36% (54,293) living in Pahang and 32% (47,587) living in Perak.  

 Orang Asli (Aboriginal People), which literally translates as “original people” or “first people” of Malaysia, 

are categorized linguistically into three Aslian Groups (Benjamin, 1986). The Northen Aslian consists of 

Kensiu, Chewong, Batek, Kentaq Bong, Jahai, Medrique, and Mintil (Malaysia) and Tonga and Mos Speakers 

from Southern Thailand. The second Aslian Group is called Central Aslian which consists of Temiar, Semai, 

Jah Hut, Jengjeng, Lanoh, Sabum and Semnam. The third Aslian Group is the Southern Aslian which consists of 

Ma’Betisek, Semelai, Temoq and Semag Beri. The remaining of Aboriginal People such as Temuan, Jakun, 

Orang Kanaq and Orang Seletar speak Malay dialects.  
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 The distribution of the population of Aboriginal People in Peninsular Malaysia was presented in the 2006 

Annual Report of JHEOA. Table 1 shows the number of Aboriginal People population according to States and 

Ethnicity. 

 
Table 1: The Population of Aboriginal People in Malaysia.  

States Negrito Senoi Proto-Malays Total 

Pahang 657 22,609 31,207 54,293 

Perak 2,131 45,093 363 47,587 

Kedah 232 - - 232 

Selangor - 3,758 10,403 14,161 

Kelantan 953 9,701 - 10,654 

Terengganu 28 640 - 668 

N. Sembilan - - 7,624 7,624 

Melaka - 23 1,228 1,251 

Johore - 2 10,940 10,654 

Total 4,001 81,826 61,585 157,412 

 
 From the table 1 shows that there are three major tribes of Aboriginal People which is Negrito, Senoi and 
Proto-Malays. Senoi which including the Temiar, Semai, Semoq Beri, Che Wong, Jah Hut and Mah Meri is the 
largest ethnic with 55% of the whole population, followed by Proto-Malays or Aboriginal Malay which 
including the Temuan, Semelai, Jakun, Orang Kanaq, Orang Kuala and Orang Seletar with 42% and the 
smallest ethnic which is Negritos which including the Kensiu, Kintak, Lanoh, Jahai, Mendriq and Batek with 
3% of the total population.  
 According to Nicholas (2006), there are another 18 sub-ethnics of Aboriginal people, each tribes have 
different cultures and beliefs therefore he came to a conclusion says that Aboriginal People is not a 
homogeneous race because they have different aspect of lives in term of culture, traditions and ways of living, 
beliefs, and language. For example, the Mah Meri is also known as the “sea aborigines” because they are the 
only ethnic group that populates the shorelines. However, the similarity of all Aboriginal People is their holistic 
relationship, life dependency and their existence is verily much influenced by the nature and land.  
 Aboriginal People display a generally animistic and revelatory outlook of religions before the nineteenth 
century. During that early time, the Aboriginal People praised the natural environment entities as their God, they 
perceived this various kind of entities have souls and thought that these souls can be communicated through 
dreams and some dance and trance. Just after somewhere in the nineteenth century, many of the Aboriginal 
People converted into some of the world religions such as Christianity, Baha’i, and Islam. There are some of 
them adopt the Chinese-religionist practices also.  
 The culture of Aboriginal People is very different compared to the other majority races in Malaysia. The 
way their thinking and perceiving life is somehow in contrast with the other communities. Some people 
misunderstood by saying that Aboriginal People are anti-developmental because even though government had 
done tremendous effort in developing the Aboriginal People yet their standard of life is still extremely low 
compared to other races. The general view of the outsiders on Aboriginal community is stupid, unconfident, 
incapable of making decisions on their own, depending on others to do everything for them and lazy (Chupil & 
Joseph, 2003).  
 The Aboriginal People relies heavily to the nature especially land and sea, but many of them faced the 
threats of losing their ancestor land. Government had taken many of their traditional land for the purpose of 
development. The Aboriginal do not have the rights to fight for their traditional land because of non-recognition 
by the government, in addition according to Nicholas (2006), they were not recognized as the indigenous people 
of this land. The idea of modernization for them is very different compared to what our government wanted to 
give, that is why until now all the subsidies and effort done by the government in order to enhance the 
Aboriginal People living standard never successful. Aboriginal People have their own religion, language, 
customs and worldviews which they are determined to transmit to future generations. More importantly, the 
Orang Asal has a special relationship to their traditional land (Nicholas, 2006).  
 The focus for Malaysia to be a developing and competitive country in the world is by achieving the Vision 
of 2020. Government had done tremendous works and efforts in order to achieve it and not just a pipe dream. 
One of the most important aspects is education; it is undeniable that only through education brings improvement 
to ones lives. Government sees that as the main focus to develop our citizens therefore they ensure that everyone 
received equal rights in getting education, no one will left out. However, sadly, many of the aboriginal people 
still fall behind in education (Basir Zahrom, 2009). Moreover, due to poor education performances, they remain 
one of the poorest in the country (Nadchatram, 2007).  
 Education and society is closely interconnected and cannot be separate. For example, in giving our country 
independence, the modernization of education was done in full swing. Reason was not only to obtain 
knowledge, but also to develop the experiences and new ideas as long as to adapt it to our country towards 
advancement in the future. Every students gets to get equal education after the democratization of education, 
this is in accordance with the social equality. Not only that, every citizens of Malaysia get the equal accessing of 
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the opportunities and rewards in education that offered by the government. In this case, the aboriginal people is 
not exempted, they have all the rights like everyone else.  
 Iskandar Carey (1976) has proposed to the government and Jabatan Hal-Ehwal Orang Asli (JHEOA) and 
now is JAKOA (Jabatan Kemajuan Orang Asli) to stress on three plans for the aboriginal people. Firstly, by 
developing their awareness of health. Secondly, improving their health. Thirdly, improving their economic by 
education. It is about time for the aboriginal people of Malaysia to be independent and not depending on the 
government or the concerned societies in pursuing a quality life in terms of education, social, economy, health 
and basic needs (Osman Ali & Zalehan Md Isa, 2005).  
 A study by Jabatan Hal-Ehwal Orang Asli (JHEOA) showed that dropout rate among indigenous children is 
very high compared to the national average. For every hundred aboriginal children entering primary one, only 
about six will be expected to reach form five. Total of 94% would have dropped out by then, even though the 
students attendance to school are improving each year with addition more than 10,000 students from 1994-2003.  
 In families where parents have trouble in reading and writing, there is a danger that low literacy is passed 
on to the next generation (Cooter, 2006). The aboriginal parents majority are illiterates, therefore they gives less 
encouragement to their kids in term of education. The aboriginal parents do not have the skills to encourage 
their children to perform well in education. Therefore in the present study, researcher expected that children’s 
academic achievement is not influenced by parental involvement among Seletar people.  
 In our world nowadays, many families are unaware of their important role that has an impact towards 
children education. A research was conducted by the Education Policy Studies Laboratory – School Reform 
Proposals, it stated that by the age of 18, children have typically spent only 13% of their waking lives at school; 
families have a role in shaping the remaining 87%. Family especially the parents are actually the first and most 
influential teacher, not the schoolteacher. The majority of the aboriginal parents are not aware of their role as an 
educator, mostly because they did not get proper education earlier.  
 Children with illiterate parents usually have low academic achievement compared to children with more 
educated parents. This can be seen especially in the aboriginal community. Many children cannot do spelling 
and calculating effectively. It is fully recognized that in order to have the students to perform good in school, 
they need the full support from their families. This is where the idea of partnership comes from Teachers and 
Parents (Azizi et al, 2012a).  

 

Purpose of Study: 
 This study aims to explore the relationship between parental involvement and children’s academic 
achievement among Aboriginal children of Seletar People. Following questions are addressed in this study:  
Question 1: What is the level of the aboriginal children’s academic achievement?  
Question 2: Is there any significant relationship between aboriginal parental involvements towards children’s 
academic achievement?  
Question 3: Is there any significant difference between parental involvement and children’s academic 
achievements according to gender and level of education? 

 

2. Method: 

2.1 Participants: 
 102 of aboriginal children age seven to twelve, from three different aboriginal villages were taken as the 
research sample. The population of this study is among the residents of Kampung Orang Asli sungai Temun, 
Perling, Johor whom studying in the Sekolah Kebangsaan Sungai Danga, Johor Bahru. Another population is 
the residents of Kampung Orang Asli Bakar Batu, Sungai Danga and lastly the residents of Kampung Orang 
Asli Simpang Arang whom studying in Sekolah Rendah Ladang Pendas, Gelang Patah (Azizi et al,2007). 
 
Table 2: Demographic Characteristic. 

Variable Frequency Percentage 

Gender 

Male 49 48.0 

Female 53 52.0 

Level of Education 

Primary 1 10 9.8 

Primary 2 18 17.6 

Primary 3 20 19.6 

Primary 4 15 14.7 

Primary 5 22 21.6 

Primary 6 17 16.7 

Religion 

Islam 27 26.5 

Christian 47 46.1 

Buddha 1 1 

Hindu 0 0 

Others 27 26.5 
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2.2: Procedure:  

 The first step is to get the permission from the three villages to carry out the research. After being approved, 

researchers then received the permission from the Tok Batin or JKKK (Jawatankuasa Kemajuan dan 

Keselamatan Kampung or the Village Development and Security Committee) of the school to carry out the data 

collection.  

 Researcher personally conducted the data collection by one to one interaction. Due to the poor level of 

reading among the aboriginal schoolchildren, researcher decided to use verbal interview instead of self-report to 

ensure that the respondents understand the questions and to get valid answers. Researcher has brought ten 

research assistants to administer the survey. Their task is to read the questionnaire item by item in order for the 

children to understand the meaning and recorded his or her answers. However, before conducting the data 

collection, interviewers firstly being trained to administer the survey, the researcher and the interviewers 

considered the meaning of each questions, and the interviewers were asked to use the survey instrument as 

presented (Azizi et al, 2012b). 

 Second phase of the data collection was done at the schools, researcher firstly contacted the school admin to 

make an appointment with the headmasters of SK Sungai Danga and SK Ladang Pendas to collect the student’s 

recent academic reports. Grades for six major subjects were chosen which are Malay Language 

(Comprehension), Malay Language (Writing), English, Science, Mathematics and Moral Education or Religious 

Education.  

 

2.3 Instruments: 

 Researcher created a new questionnaire based on the existing literatures. The questionnaire is in English 

and translated in Malay language by researcher and the translation was validated by an expert in English and 

Malay Language by brislin technique of back translation 1962 (Azizi et al, 2012c). This questionnaire consists 

of seven parts. Part A is the demography (6 items), part B consists of 10 items of Parental Involvement variable 

(e.g., “Your parents are very concerned in the continuous education of their children”), part C consists of 10 

items of culture variable (e.g., “Your parents prefer you to help them in making a living than going to school”), 

part D consists of 10 items of peers variable (e.g., “Your friends play an important role in the improvement of 

your examination grades”), part E consists of 10 items of religious institutions variable (e.g., “Religious 

institution trammels you in terms of career choices in the future”), part F consists of 10 items for literacy 

program variable (e.g., “Literacy programs had helps in raising your awareness towards the important of 

education”) and Part G is Education Achievement which looking at six major subjects achievement which are 

Malay Language (Comprehension), Malay Language (Writing), English, Moral Education/Islamic Education, 

Mathematics and Sciences. The content validity of the questionnaire was validated by expert in the field of 

Social Psychology. The response for this questionnaire is using 5-Likert Scale ranging from Strongly Disagree 

(1) to Strongly Agree (5).  

 

2.4 Analyses: 

 This study is analyzed by using Statistical Package for The Social Sciences (SPSS), Version 16.0 in two 

different sections. Firstly is the descriptive statistics analysis and secondly is the inferential statistics analysis.  

 

3. Results: 

3.1 Descriptive Analyses: 

 To answer the first question, a descriptive analysis was conducted. Figure 1 below shows the level of 

academic achievement among Aboriginal children. The graph showed that more than half of the respondents is 

at the poor level of academic achievement which is 70.6 Percent, 26.5 percent is in the medium level and only 

2.9 percent is in the good level of academic achievement. 

 
Fig. 1: Children’s Level of Academic Achievement.  
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 The overall mean for Parental Involvement is M = 3.183, SD = .665 and Academic Achievement is M = 

1.972, SD= .810.  

 

3.2 Inferential Analysis: 

 To answer questions two and three, inferential analyses was conducted. Table 3 below shows the 

correlation analysis findings. The findings from Pearson Product-Moment Correlation shows that the 

relationship between Parental Involvement and Academic Achievement is a weak positive relationship but not 

significant (r = .132, k > .05).  

 
Table 3: Correlation between Parental Involvement towards Children’s Academic Achievement. 

Variables Children Academic Achievement 

 r Sig. 

Parental Involvement 0.132 0.187 

 

 Table 4 below shows the comparison analysis of t-test on Parental Involvement and Academic Achievement 

according to Gender. According to the findings in the Independent Samples t-tests, there is no significant 

difference between male and female in Parental Involvement, t (99.31) = -.485, k > .05 and Academic 

Achievement, t (94.75) = -1.468, k > .05. 

 
Table 4: Comparison Analysis of t-test on Parental Involvement and Academic Achievement According to Gender. 

  
 

 Table 5 below shows the comparison analysis of ANOVA on Parental Involvement and Academic 

Achievement according to Level of Education. According to the findings of the One-Way ANOVA, there is no 

significant difference between Level of Education in Parental Involvement, F (6,95) = .11, k > .05 and 

Academic Achievement, F (6,95) = 0.529, k > .05.  

 
Table 5: Comparison Analysis of ANOVA on Parental Involvement and Academic Achievement According to Level of Education. 

 
 

4. Discussions: 

 This study aims to identify the relationship between Parental Involvement and Children’s Academic 

Achievement among Aboriginal Children of Seletar People. The findings of this study indicate that more than 

half of the children fall on the poor level of academic achievement which is total of 70.6 percent. This is in 

accordance with a study conducted by Johari & Nazri (2007) among seventy (70) aboriginal children of Temuan 

People at Jelebu, Negeri Sembilan aged eight (8) to twelve (12). They concluded that the overall academic 

achievement of the children of aboriginal people is on a critical level. Many of them failed to possess the 3M 

which are Menulis (writing), Membaca (reading) and Mengira (Calculating). The primary schoolchildren of 

Aboriginal people mostly could not read, write or recognize alphabet. In the present study, researcher faced the 

same problem whereby almost all the respondent could not read the questionnaires and needed to be assist in 

completing it.  

 This study also concludes that parental involvement do not influenced academic achievement among 

Seletar schoolchildren. The results concerning parental involvement were consistent with expectations that 

parental involvement does not affects student’s academic achievement among Aboriginal Children of Seletar 

People although Parents, educated or otherwise, have a direct impact on their children academic performance 

(Wong & Perumal, 2012). Many studies concluded that parental involvement plays a big role in academic 

achievement of their children. This study is contrary to study done by Hong & Ho (2005) which indicated that 

parental involvement encourages student’s engagement in school activities and improves their learning. We 

need to be aware that majority of the Aboriginal Parents are illiterate. Hariyati Arrifin (2012) stated that through 

observation, she concluded that the aboriginal parents do not have the awareness of the importance of education 

as they are not well educated and many of them are still illiterate. In families where parents have trouble in 



156                                                                     Walton Wider et al, 2014 

Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences, 8(10) July 2014, Pages: 151-157 

reading and writing, there is a danger that low literacy is passed on to the next generation (Cooter, 2006). Due to 

illiteracy of the parents, they provide less encouragement to their kids in term of education. The aboriginal 

parents do not have the skills to help their children to perform well in education therefore they relied heavily to 

the school teachers. Bronstein, Phyllis, Ginsburg & Herrera (2005) found a lack of guidance by parents of fifth 

grade students to be related to poor academic achievement. The involvement of parents not only effect the 

learning outcome of their children, but also the learning motivation, attention, task perseverance, receptive 

vocabulary skills, and conducting problems in the classroom.  

 Findings of this study showed that there are no significant difference of academic achievement and parental 

involvement according to gender and level of education. Through the interviews with the parents in Wong & 

Perumal (2012) study, most of the parents recognized the significance of formal education for their children but 

they are incapable of assisting as most of them never attended school. Whether girls or boys, they were treated 

equally, whereas girls do not outperformed boys in academic. It is well known to educators that girls are better 

performer in reading ability throughout history, meanwhile throughout high schools and middle schools, boys 

performed better in Mathematics and Sciences subjects (Ma, 2008). But this is not applicable to the aboriginal 

student’s population based on the findings from the present study The advantages of the children in the upper 

and middle class are availability of educated parents and accessibility to educational toys which could assist 

them in enhancing the learning process, whereas the Orang Asli children did not enjoy any of that (Wong & 

Perumal, 2012).  

 

4.1 Implications, Future Research, and Limitations: 

 The present results help to provide important benchmarks for current parental involvement and academic 

achievement among Aboriginal children of Seletar people. There are several points to be considered as 

recommendations and further studies.  

 Many studies have showed that parents are the major factor that influenced children’s academic 

achievement. No one can deny the importance of parental involvement in children developmental process. 

According to Jeynes (2003), parenting techniques, styles and level of involvement have been shown to have 

significant effects on child development outcomes in areas as far ranging as academic achievement, social 

maturity, and emotional stability. Findings of this study have shown that Aboriginal parents parenting skills 

need to be evaluated further in order to have full knowledge about the children’s academic achievement 

Educational practitioners need to organize parenting classes, workshops and various programs to the aboriginal 

parents. The effective parenting class must be small, and encourage participation an interaction among parents, 

theories and practical-oriented activities, and problem solving activities. The parenting class must allow the 

parents to come together and discuss about their problems and provide opportunity to apply the theory in their 

lives. These efforts eventually will lead to a better outcome especially to the development of their children.  

 Ministry of Education could develop new strategies of education system for the aboriginal children. 

According to the headmaster of SK Ladang Pendas, En Johari bin Shuhadak, aboriginal schoolchildren are slow 

learners; they could not catch up with the national education syllabus compared to the majority races. He said 

that it is impossible to follow the syllabus because many of them could not master the 3M. Therefore, the best 

solution is to differentiate the syllabus. He created a new approach of teaching among the aboriginal 

schoolchildren, he did not follow the national primary school syllabus anymore. Researcher being told that, even 

in the UPSR (Ujian Penilaian Sekolah Rendah) evaluation standard, the aboriginal schoolchildren are being 

evaluated separately, they used a lower scoring system. That is not a best way of evaluation, we are not concern 

about the outcome; but most importantly the knowledge that they gained throughout the primary school life.  

 The limitation of this study is that researcher did not identify what are the types of parenting styles used by 

the aboriginal parents. In the future, study on the type of parenting such as authoritarian, autocratic and 

permissive need to be identified. Secondly, it is fully aware that it is a huge challenge for researchers to collect 

data from a population which is illiteracy rate is high. Therefore, there is a possibility of errors or mistake during 

the interview, even though the interviewers were already trained to administer the survey, the respondents might 

have a different interpretation for the meaning of each questions. There is a need for research to compare 

illiterate parents and non-illiterate parents towards Aboriginal children’s academic achievement.  
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