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 This comparative literature study focuses on the elements of Reader Response Theory 
(RRT) in thriller fictions between two outstanding American and Malaysian novelists, 
Sidney Sheldon and Ramlee Awang Murshid. Sheldon, one of the most famous 
American authors who wrote a lot of magnificent novels, whereas Ramlee is an 
established thriller fiction novelist in Malaysia. According to International Thriller 
Writers, a thriller is characterized by "the sudden rush of emotions, the excitement, and 
sense of suspense, apprehension, and exhilaration that drive the narrative, sometimes 
subtly with peaks and lulls, sometimes at a constant, breakneck pace." Therefore, this 
qualitative study aims to find the similarities and differences of both popular novelists 
from the view of RRT and how they managed to attract readers. From other point of 
views, the study also stresses on the elements of the concepts of “meaning” and “truth” 
in their literary works, in which are the main attractions to their avid readers and 
followers. Based on the findings, it is obvious that both authors implement different 
styles and figurative language to capture reader’s thriller mood, in which it is extremely 
successful. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Under the wings of literature, there are many subsections. Fiction is another branch under the literature 

terms. Lately, fictions, including novels and short stories have gained a lot of attention especially by the 
teenagers (Di Yanni, 2008). Fiction can be defined as narrative writing drawn from the imagination rather than 
from history or fact (Oster, 1989). The term also is most likely to be associated with novels or short stories even 
though drama and narrative poetry are also forms of fiction. Novels and short stories can be categorized in many 
genres. Some of them are well known such as romantic and thriller genre. According to Ibsen (1990), heexplains 
that thriller is a fast-paced work involving crime, pursuit, suspense and surprise. It can be understood here that 
thriller is novels and short stories that have actions, feelings, and involving real life situation.  

According to Malaysian national laureate, Shahnon Ahmad, he defined novel as “using background setting 
such as time, place, occupations, being together with nature and surroundings, the ideas were brought alive to be 
revamped into a complete story, given ups and down events as known as plots, brought up by what we called as 
characters and sometimes both of these are complex. That is what we called as novel” (Ganakumaran, 2007). 
While Rozlan Mohamed Noor, (2009), stated that novel is a type of long composition that illustrates fictional 
characters that involves in chains of events in certain place and time settings. While it in much simpler form, 
short story, it has same function but focus primarily on one single conflict or problem that must be solve 
quickly.  
 
Statement of Problem: 

At present, thriller novels in Malaysia have become popular as they go in line with other genre novels. 
There are demands for this genre novels as the readers are interested either Malay thriller novels or English 
thriller novels. But, the number for Malay thriller novels is not as much as English thriller novels. And so far, 
the only well-known Malay thriller novel writer is Ramlee Awang Murshid while for the English thriller writers; 
there are quite a lot of them (for this study, Sydney Sheldon’s is chosen). Other than that, the demand for 
English thriller novels is also much higher than the Malay. Therefore, the problem that was examined in this 
research was to investigate the significant similarities and differences between Malay thriller novel and English 
thriller novel; based on RRT. Even though, it is noticeable that both writers represent different regions but the 
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RRT implies for both of them.As a result, the literary materials implemented by both authors depict about real 
life action, suspense, feeling and romance. 

 
Purpose of Study: 

The main purpose of this comparative literature is to compare and contrast between English thriller novel 
and Malay thriller novel of the two authors. The differences or similarities of these two authors of different parts 
of the world have made the study rich, unique and abstract. Although the genre in the novels might be similar, 
the background of special elements such as motives, themes, characters, plot and other basic elements of 
literature might be diverse and subjective. Other than that, this research is also aim to identify the characteristics 
of both English and Malay thriller novels which make the novels are so special. The researchersare also curious 
to dig out what are the contributing factor used by both writers which are Sidney Sheldon and Ramlee Awang 
Murshid to attract their readers from the aspects of RRT. 

 
Thriller in Literature: 

The thriller definition can be derived from many perspectives. According to Sheri Cyprus (2000) in her 
article entitled ‘What is thriller fiction?’ Thriller fiction is basically any type of short story, play, teleplay, film 
or novel that is suspenseful in its nature. The thriller genre includes many sub-genres, such as crime, spy, legal, 
medical and psychological. Thrillers typically involve a hero or heroine battling a villain or villains in order to 
achieve a goal, either to rescue someone or find the truth about something.  

 
Characteristics of English Thriller Fiction: 

Sheri Cyprus once again mentioned that thrillers typically involve a hero or heroine battling a villain or 
villains in order to achieve a goal, rescue someone or find the truth about something. A fast pace, exciting plot 
and a building up of tension are the key requirements of riveting thriller fiction. Like the mystery genre, the 
audience of thrillers should be always being left wondering what will happen next. Different from mystery 
fiction, the reader or viewer may know exactly who the murderer or villain is, and maybe even right from the 
beginning of the story. In thriller fiction, the antagonist may be extremely evil, such as in a horror film, but still 
in most cases this villain isnot supernatural. Rather, the villains fit with their sub-genres, such as a seemingly 
soulless or remorseless lawyer in legal thriller fiction. The plot revolves around a battle between the villain and 
the hero of the story. Since the pace must be fast in thrillers to keep the story exciting for readers or viewers, the 
action in this type of genre is often nonstop.  

Thrillers also may or may not contain a lot of physical action such as car chases, fights and the like. Unlike 
action-adventure, the tone of thrillers is usually more poignant, psychological or even melodramatic in that the 
excitement can be emotional rather than physical. For instance, in a crime thriller, the villain may be a murderer 
playing a "cat and mouse" game with the hero who is the police detective trying to catch him. A certain tension 
can often be felt when watching film or television thriller fiction. Similarly, readers of a well-written thriller 
novel may feel unable to put the book down due to anticipation about wanting to know what will happen next in 
the plot. For example, in a medical thriller, doctors may be battling the effects of a plague released by bio-
terrorists to stop the virus from spreading before it's too late and people die. In some especially suspenseful 
thriller fiction, there are several plot twists that totally change what viewers may expect to occur before a 
resolved ending takes place.  

 
Characteristics of Malay Thriller Fiction: 

Muhd Nasruddin Dasuki (2000), a Malay writer, in his article, ‘Ciri-Ciri Yang Perlu Ada Dalam Novel 
Thriller’ (Characteristics of Thriller Novels) stated that there are several aspects that a Malay thriller novel 
should have. Among them are mystery, suspense, and fast pacing storyline. He added more that mystery is like a 
must for the novel of this genre. Mystery is like a magnet to attract the readers to find out what will happen next. 
There are a lot of incidents that would create mystery such as killings, kidnappings, robberies and others. The 
main key is how the writer writes up the whole story. Next aspect which is mentioned in his article is suspense, 
also important as without it, there is no mystery. Every event in the story would create curiosity among the 
readers and this curiosity that would lead the reader to read until the last chapter to answer their questions. 
Nasruddin also highlighted the last aspect as fast pacing storyline. Reading the thriller fiction should lead the 
readers to fast pacing mystery story rather than melancholic. The story technique must be fast and the wording 
must not be too long to read. It should be short, precise but full with contents. The duration of storyline must 
also not take a very long time. Usually it will take time within hours or few days.  

 
Style and Language Used by Sidney Sheldon: 

Margalit, Fox (2000) New York Times journalist, mentioned that Mr. Sheldon was considered a master 
storyteller whose novels were known for their meticulous research, swift pacing, lush settings and cliffhanging 
chapters. A Sidney Sheldon novel typically and usually contains one or many more, of these ingredients: 
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shockingly beautiful women, square-jawed heroes and fiendish villains; fame, fortune and intrigue; penthouses, 
villas and the jet travel these entail; plutonium, diamonds and a touch of botulism; rape, sodomy, murder and 
suicide; mysterious accidents and mysterious disappearances; an heiress or two; skeletons in lavishly appointed 
closets; shadowy international cartels, communists and lawyers; globe-trotting ambassadors, supermodels and 
very bad dogs; forced marriages and amnesia; naked ambition and nakedness in general and a great deal of 
vengeance. In an interview on September 29, 1997, Sidney was asked about how he made his books irresistible. 
He replied,  

"I try to construct them so when the reader gets to the end of a chapter, he or she has to read just one more 
chapter. It's the technique of the old Saturday afternoon serial — leaves the guy hanging on the edge of the cliff 
at the end of the chapter." 

 
Sheldon was quoted as loved to create strong female characters. 
 
"I like to write about women, who are talented and capable, but most important, retain their femininity. 

Women have tremendous power, their femininity, because men can't do without it." 
 
The prolific writer said he never used a computer or typewriter, but instead dictated 50 pages of writing a 

day to his secretary or to a tape recorder. He would correct the pages the next day. 
 

Style and Language Used by Ramlee Awang Murshid: 
Hajah Farhana Tarmudi (2013) stated in her article, ‘Watak novel menjelma’ (The appearance of character 

in novels) that Ramlee has his own unique style in creating his masterpiece to attract the reader interest to go on 
with the next chapter after another. Ramlee has a vast knowledge and experience in using story telling 
techniques in film scripts and drama as he used to produce script for radio drama from 1986 to 1993. So, he 
applied this knowledge and experience into producing his own novels. During her interview with Ramlee 
Awang Murshid, he was quoted,  

“Every novel will use ‘intercut’ technique to separate each plot of the story to prevent the readers to get 
bored with long composition.”  

 
He added more, it was used two or three times in a chapter before continuing with the next story.  
Other than that, for the introduction part for each novel, a story with suspense element will be used or 

‘bomb’ technique to attract the reader’s interest. Other than that, he also added motivational value in each of his 
masterpiece. She added more; Ramlee also interested in John Grisham’s books entitled “The Testament and The 
Firm” and also likes to read newspapers every day. All 24 of his novels are full with facts that related with the 
plot of his stories to invite the readers to think and not only just to read. He said in one interview, 

 
“Every time I read newspaper, I will take out and cut out all the facts that I like or write them in my special 

note book. It will make me much easier to make a reference when I’m elaborating my ideas in front of the laptop 
to enhance the story plot. I do more observation to my surrounding and what happens around me in order to be 
changed into story and plots. Other than that, there are also characters that I inspired based on my family 
members and other people around me that grab my interest.” 

 
Reader Response Theory (RRT): 

In this research, the researchers will analyze these four novels based on one of the literature analysis 
theories which is Reader Response Theory not a subjective, impressionistic free-for-all, nor a legitimizing of all 
half-baked, arbitrary, personal comments on literary works. Instead, it is a school of criticism which emerged in 
the 1970s, focused on finding meaning in the act of reading itself and examining the ways individual readers or 
communities of readers experience text (Delahoyde, 2011). While Murfin and Ray (1998), stated that reader-
response criticism encompasses various approaches to literature that explore and seek to explain the diversity 
(and often divergence) of readers' responses to literary works. 

This theory was initiated by Stanley Fish in 1960 and still being discussed until todayMcManus(1998), 
stated that in the reader-response critical approach, the primary focus falls on the reader and the process of 
reading rather than on the author or the text. She did also mention the theoretical assumptions which the literary 
text possesses no fixed and final meaning or value; there is no one "correct" meaning. Literary meaning and 
value are ‘transactional’ and‘dialogic’, created by the interaction of the reader and the text.  

There are several aspects that the researchersqualitatively analyze for this study. The first aspect is the main 
theme for these novels. Theme can be explained as the central idea or ideas explored by a literary 
work(Wiehardt, 1998). Next aspect is the moral value which can be found from for all four novels. While 
another aspect is language used in these four novels. Lastly, style used by the writers in their novels.  
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Analysis and Discussion: 
The books or novels that will be used for this study are two books from each writer.  For  Sheldon, his book 

entitled  ‘Tell Me Your Dreams’ and ‘Nothing Last Forever’ will be studied while for Malay writer, Ramle, his 
books entitled ‘Mandatori’ (Mandatory) and ‘Fiksyen 302’ (Fiction 302) will become object of the study.  The 
reason why the researchers choose these books was as during early review on these four books, the researchers 
found some resemblances. Another reason, these four books do not have any sequels as some of Ramlee Awang 
Murshid novels have their own trilogy.  

The first book is from Sheldon, ‘Tell Me Your Dreams’ is aboutAshley Patterson who is worried about 
stalkers. Then suddenly she was suspected of committing a series of brutal murders in three separate places in 
separate times where all the crime was not her fault. While the other one, ‘Nothing Last Forever’ about the 
struggle of three female doctors who worked at a hospital was dominated by men doctors. They faced bad 
impressions, negative stereotypes and murder scandals. 

The Malay thriller writer, Ramlee Awang Murshid, his book by the name ‘Fiksyen 302’ pertaining four 
murders, committed by different individuals in different places with same pattern of killing and one cause. 
Zonan, evil soul that believed who possessed them to kill.  The other one, ‘Mandatori’ is about a tragic story 
started by a death mandatory to an innocent person that incites revenges and killings. The researchers would 
focus on main theme of four novels that have been selected previously. They are two English novels, which 
entitled ‘Nothing Last Forever’ and ‘Tell Me Your Dreams’ by Sheldon and another two by Ramlee, ‘Fiksyen 
302’ and ‘Mandatori’.  

The main theme that will be discussed is about Multiple Personality Disorder (MPD) in RRT. According to 
Johnson (2012) dissociative identity disorder (previously known as multiple personality disorder) is an effect of 
severe trauma during early childhood, usually extreme, repetitive physical, sexual, or emotional abuse. To be 
much clearer, Caroll, (2012), explains that MPD is a psychiatric disorder characterized by having at least one 
‘alter’ personality that controls behaviour. The ‘alters’ are said to occur spontaneously and involuntarily, and 
function more or less independently of each other. Kimball added that dissociative identity disorder is a severe 
form of dissociation, a mental process, which produces a lack of connection in a person's thoughts, memories, 
feelings, actions, or sense of identity. Dissociative identity disorder is thought to stem from trauma experienced 
by the person with the disorder. The dissociative aspect is thought to be a coping mechanism - the person 
literally dissociates himself from a situation or experience that's too violent, traumatic, or painful to assimilate 
with his conscious self. This was agreed by Robert but he cleared that there is a general agreement that the cause 
of MPD is repressed memories of childhood sexual abuse. There are cases that shows a person can has plenty 
personality inside them. This is what both novels mainly about. 

This theme on Multiple Personality Disorder (MPD) shared by two novels each from both writers as 
Sheldon in his ‘Tell Me Your Dream’ while in Ramlee is ‘Mandatori’.  

Firstly, the researchers realise that even though both these novels share same theme, but both have 
differences in term of the characters, cause of MPD and how the ending of the novels.  In Sidney novel, the 
main character is a female and all her alter personality is also female while Ramlee introduced male main 
character and this apply to all his alter personality. This was proved by the usage of the name of the characters, 
their characteristics and appearances. In Sheldon’s ‘Tell Me Your Dream’, the novel is about three different 
individuals inside the main character, which is a woman. This character developed into three different 
personalities with each one with their own characteristics. The first personality which is the main character is 
Ashley Patterson. She was described as ‘a woman in her late twenties, neatly dressed, with patrician features, a 
slim figure and intelligent, anxious brown eyes.’ He did also mention her subtle attractiveness, ‘Her dark fair 
hair fell softly to her shoulders’. She works at Global Computer Graphics Corporation at the Silicon Valley, 
fifty miles south to San Francisco as in advertising and graphic design as her main expertise. She has a father, a 
successful surgeon, Dr. Steven Patterson. Ashley was described as being protected by her father as he seems to 
care much about her and also warn her about every man around her life. She can be said as having trouble with 
relationship with men due her father controlling her life. The second altering personality described by Sidney is 
Toni Prescott, a worker at Global Computer Graphics which she hates it. She is twenty-two years old, impish, 
vivacious, and daring. She was half smouldering, half firecracker. Her face was puckishly heart shaped; her eyes 
were a mischievous brown, her figure alluring. She had been born in London and she spoke with a delightful 
British accent. She was athletic and loved sports, particularly winter sports: skiing and bobsledding and ice-
skating. The third altering personality is Alette Peters. She was described as twenty years old, plain looking, 
attractive or stunningly beautiful, depending on her mood. She was shy and soft-spoken, with a gentleness that 
was almost an anachronism. She had been born in Rome and she had a musical Italian accent. As Toni Prescott, 
she also worked at Global Computer Graphics.  

While for Ramlee, the main character is a man. There are five altering personalities that been introduced in 
this novel. The first one is Amran, a plump young guy, aged 18, born in Papar, Sabah. Lost his father in a death 
sentence after was caught together with two kilogram of drugs inside his employer’s car. Amran was bullied in 
school after the incident then he quitted school. He helped a local fisherman named Tua Putih catching fishes in 
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wide sea. Amran was believed died at sea. The second personality is Bogart. He is a tough young mundu warrior 
(pirate). He was trained by a chief pirate named Bogot who actually adopted Bogart after found him lying on the 
beach.  He taught Bogart how to kill, to survive and to hide. Next is the third alteringpersonality which becomes 
the main dominant character in this novel, which is Norman. He is a rich businessman, a gentleman, with a short 
and smart hair. He also has a clean face with Asian coloured skin. Undergoing psychiatric treatment supervised 
by Dr. Asmah, a psychiatrist due to his frequent nightmares. He was born in Kuala Lumpur and raised in an 
orphanage. The fourth altering personality is Carlos, long haired with moustache and a stout body. He always 
wears a black jacket, and the way he dressed and acts as if he looks alike Antonio Banderas in ‘Desperado’ film. 
Other than that, Carlos is an executioner, which is bringing law in his own hands. He also always used phrase 
‘Case closed’ after killing his victims. Lastly, the fifth personality, is Bilal Piut, an old man who aged around 
50’s who is a bilal, which lived in a rural area in Setiu, Terengganu. He is a pious, generous, helpful and a quiet 
person. He also is a loner without no one knows about his family background. Dark coloured skin, with 
moustache and beard with crippled left feet.  

Next issue is the cause of Multiple Personality Disorder (MPD). Although there are arguments and 
discussion among the experts on what is the actual cause of this disorder, these two writers create their own 
specific causes for their characters. As in Sidney’s novel, after Ashley Patterson was released by the court from 
the murder crime as she was diagnosed with Multiple Personality Disorder, she was admitted to the Connecticut 
Psychiatric Hospital. There, the cause of her ‘illness’ was found. She was diagnosed as having trauma during 
her early childhood, which is a sexual and emotional abuse by her father during she was 8 years old. In the 
novel, page 304, it was illustrated that Ashley saw a vision, a fragment of her past event when she saw her father 
lifting a young girl. It caused her to be hysterical then after this, her second alter personality emerged and told 
the true story of how she and Alette were born. This type of MPD element used by Sidney is coherent with 
whatGordon (1996) mentionedwhich caused by severe trauma during early childhood, usually extreme, 
repetitive physical, sexual, or emotional abuse. While for Ramlee, he used amnesia or lost memory as the cause 
of Multiple Personality Disorder occurrence in his main character which is Norman. Different from Ashley who 
underwent an intensive care of complete rehabilitation, Norman did get psychiatric help but Dr.Asmah only 
managed to deduce that Norman had amnesia because he did not remember anything from his past and he did 
not continue his therapy session. Norman only knew the truth about himself when he met all his alter 
personalities as stated in page 409, as if he was dreaming, one by one his personality came, starting from 
Amran, the actual main character that ‘lost’ inside himself, Bogart, Norman and Carlos. They explained their 
origin throughout his life. Then somehow, these personalities that appeared as video image, combined and 
slipped into his physical body resulting a complete identity of who they are. A young boy who originally as 
named Amran, become himself once again but with the additional characters from his personalities.Bilal Piut 
only emerged as Amran lost his memory again during a shipwreck and become his last alter personality that 
actually can control all four of them at the end.       

The third aspect or issue that grabs the researchers’ attention is how both writers end their stories. In 
Sidney’s Tell Me Your Dream’, the main character, Ashley had a happy ending which during an intensive 
complete rehabilitation at a psychiatric hospital, two of her alter personalities agreed to integrate back into one 
as long as Ashley agreed to retain all the unique attitudes of her personalities have. After that, she completely 
become herself again with a much better attitude and alive, results from the combination of her personalities.  
While Ramlee’s ‘Mandatori’, Norman had a sad ending as he never complete a full rehabilitation process as 
Ashley did and he lost his memory again during a shipwreck after finishing his revenge. Bilal Piut was born 
after that and during an incident he was kidnapped, he regained all his memory of his past personalities, but the 
new personality, Bilal Piut, managed to control all of their anger and wrath.   

Despite the differences inside these two novels, there are also the similarities that the researcher found still 
under the theme of Multiple Personality Disorder. First, there are similarities in the character’s reaction towards 
their ‘illnesses’. Both of the main characters inside these two novels were shocked when they know they have 
other personality inside their body. This was proven in ‘Tell Me Your Dream’ page 145, when Ashley was told 
by Dr.Salem about her ’illness’. She was shocked as her response in screaming and crying frantically. To her, it 
sounds like being mentally-ill person. While in ‘Mandatori’, Norman was also shocked and hysterical. 

He seems rejected the fact that he has several individuals inside himself until he was persuaded by his first 
personality, Amran to get to know the truth. Slowly, Norman relaxed and faced the history. Next is how the 
writers introduce the characters and their alter personalities. The researchers dig out that both of the writers, 
Sidney Sheldon and Ramlee Awang Murshid, introduced their main characters and their personalities in 
different and separate chapters from each other in the beginning of their novels. This was done in order to create 
the illusion on the reader’s mind that each one of them is really different from each other and in the separate 
bodies.  

As in ‘Mandatori’, on the first page, Carlos was introduced when he successfully killed a judge that was 
happened to involve in Amran’s father case, in a car bomb explosion. Amran was introduced in page 12 when 
his father death sentence already executed and his remain buried, Amran was described having tough time to 
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accept the fact that his father is no more. Bilal Piut was introduced in page 41, while Norman in page 64 and the 
story of Bogart was only introduced in page 415 even though his name was firstly mentioned by Norman in 
page 287 during a hypnotic session by Dr.Asmah. This might be done by Ramlee to make his readers more 
confused with the main character and how he would related with Bogart.  

Whereas, in ‘Tell Me Your Dreams’, the main character, Ashley, was introduced in the first page. While the 
vivacious Toni Prescott, she appeared in page 15 which the chapter was started with her singing. Alette Peters, 
she was introduced in page 25 as the chapter opened with describing her talent on art, which on painting and 
colours. She was said as could smell colours, ‘She could see colours, smell colours and hear colours’.  

Sheldon also had his own trick to confuse the readers that all his main female characters were in separate 
bodies. He illustrated that the personalities talk to each other. It was mentioned in page 26, right after the 
introduction of Alette Peters’s background. She met Toni Prescott in California, the same place where both 
Ashley and Toni works. Alette and Tony become friends and share their thought about their interest even though 
they were contrast to each other. Both Alette and Toni were also gossiping about Ashley as she was among the 
higher management staff compared to these two.  

Other than above, the other similarities shared by these two novels under this theme is how to both writers 
presented alternative to cure the ‘illness’. Both of these writers shared a similar way to deal with Multiple 
Personality Disorder which is hypnotic. But, there is a twist. In Sidney’s novel, he showed a complete process of 
healing this disorder from the start. In the Western medical field, even though the cases on MPD are small in 
number, doesnot simply it mean that is no treatment at all. There are those medical practitioners who happened 
to encounter these cases exploring more to understand this disorder. In Ashley’s MPD case, she was admitted to 
the Connecticut Psychiatric Hospital where there the hospital does handle cases like her and they also have 
expertise and facilities there.  While for Ramlee’s novel, he just showed that Norman undergo treatment under 
Dr.Asmah and he was never receive treatment as Ashley did. This is because maybe the case of Multiple 
Personality Disorder in Malaysia is very rare in occurrence. That is why Dr.Asmah couldn’t grab or deduce 
Norman’s case as Multiple Personality Disorder. She only did suspect that there is another person inside 
Norman. Towards the end of the novel, Norman never receive any treatment, it just ended with he co-exist 
together with all the personalities under the control of Bilal Piut’s personality.  

Apart from above, there is another one similarity that the researcher found in these two novels based on the 
same theme. Both of these novel have an alter personality that attractive but yet a brutal killer. This can be 
proved in Sidney’s novel, where an alter personality named Alette Peters who was described as beautiful as 
natural beauty and also acquired quite a soft-spoken Italian accent. But behind that, Alette is a brutal serial killer 
as she had admitted to five murders during hypnotizing process at the hospital conducted by Dr.Gilbert Keller, 
Allete admitted that she did all the murders and castrated all of them. While in Ramlee’s novel, the alter 
personality was Carlos, a stylish, long-haired in black jacket and romantic guy but with killer’s skill. With ten 
murder victims including male and female, most of them were shot in the head, Carlos proved to be a deadly 
killer. These two alters, Carlos and Alette, were both become the punisher or hit man for their other personalities 
as these two wouldn’t hesitate to kill.  

In this chapter, under the a single theme which is about Multiple Personality Disorder (MPD), the 
researcher did find similarities and differences of two novels with same genre, ‘Tell Me Your Dream’ and 
‘Mandatori’. These two novel have differences in term of the characters, cause of MPD and how the ending of 
the novels. While their similarities are the character’s reaction towards their ‘illness’, the way the writers 
introduce the characters and their alter personalities, how to both writers presented alternative to cure the 
‘illness’, and another one, these novels share an alter personality that attractive but yet a brutal killer.  

Another aspect that the researcher finds out under the method of Reader Response Theory, these novels, as 
other literary reading would have their moral value. In this chapter, the researcher will emphasize on two moral 
values by comparing another two novels, each one from Sidney Sheldon and another one from Ramlee Awang 
Murshid. These two novels are entitled ‘Nothing Last Forever’ and ‘Fiksyen 302’.  

The first moral value is love. The word love can be defines as an intense feeling of deep affection and also a 
deep romantic or sexual attachment to someone. So, from this definition, there is a larger scope for the meaning 
of love and it not just a sexual feeling towards someone. The moral value of love can both be found in these two 
novels. For the novel ‘Nothing Last Forever’, love can be found in many parts in this novel. Among the moral 
value that can be found are loving your work or career and love of money. Example of loving your career can be 
found in Dr.Paige Curtis, the female doctor and a surgeon at Embarcadero County Hospital in San Francisco. 
There, the number of staffs and doctors wouldn’t match up the numbers of patients rising up every day. The 
emergency room is always packed with cases from minor cut to heavy injuries. The three main characters, all 
females, Dr.Paige Curtis, Dr.Kat Hunter and Dr.Honey Taft, were facing with tenses of workloads, on calls 
surgeries, not enough sleep. Among these three, the most dedicated and love her job very much is Dr.Paige 
Curtis. She was described as having nervous and excitement in page 140 as when she was given a call for her 
first operation as the surgeon. She also the mumbled to herself,  

“I’m going to do my first operation! I’m going to hold a human’s being life in my hands”. 
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She also gave a bouquet of flowers for her first patient. She also would care her patients very much as this 
was proven in page 303, she just arrived home, tired and 24 hours without proper sleep and eat, and suddenly 
received a call that her patient, Mr.John Cronin, a dying patient with chronic cardiac tumor, requesting for her. 
Dr.Paige then would go and entertain him as nothing they could do to save him. She wouldnot do this if she 
wouldnot love her job very much. As for love for money, this can be proved by two male characters.  

First character is Dr.Ken Mallory. He is a handsome male doctor who loves to enjoy with girls, especially 
the nurses there. He won a 10 thousand dollar bet from the male doctors as he succeed to sleep with cold-hearted 
Dr.Kat Hunter as she was known for being cold among male doctors. After that, he received an offer from a rich 
gentleman who he helped surviving from a bleeding ulcer, to help Dr.Ken build his own private medical Centre. 
Dr.Ken then also was welcomed into the gentleman’s family as his savior. He was exposed with a luxurious life, 
being around rich and influential people. He also was promised of salary of 500 thousand per year as a private 
doctor. So, Dr.Ken then left Dr.Kat who was happened to pregnant his baby for a luxurious life. Second person, 
who is love for money, is Dr.Paige’s ex-lover, Alfred Turner. In page 275, Alex came back to persuade Dr.Paige 
to become his wife and he told her he got offer from a friend who gains 500 thousand per year in private 
medical field. Alfred stated how dumb he is working voluntarily under World Health Organization (WHO) 
servicing his expertise on the poor countries while here, in the states; he can get a lot of money for the same 
expertise.  

As for Ramlee ‘Fiksyen 302’, the moral value on love is focusing towards family and feeling towards other 
person different gender. The example of family’s love was shown by Datuk Mahali towards his wife and their 
daughters. When he felt threatened of danger being targeted for his previous wrongdoings, he hired bodyguards 
to guard his house. His wife, Datin Ummu Hani, also for the love of her marriage, she had kidnapped Dato’ 
Mahali’s secretary as she believed the secretary was seducing her husband.  Other than that, there is also love 
between two different genders. This can be proved by two pairs of characters. The first one, Farid Ja’ah and 
Dina Din. These two actual were best friends at first but they then caught falling in love with each other. Dina 
would do anything for Farid who had been released from mental institution.  She rented her house for him and 
find him job as an office boy. Then she becomes jealous toward a female lawyer who worked in the firm where 
Farid works. In the page 115, she confessed to him that she loves him. Farid, being shocked, was also confessed 
that he also felt the same. Another pair was ASP Alias Mohd Fadzil and Noorhafiza Izura. Both of them were 
actually working together to handle a murder case done by Lan Lani where ASP Alias was investigating the 
case while Noorhafiza Izura was Lan Lani’s attorney lawyer.  

She believed her client was innocent and being not mentally well during the murder happened. From 
spending time together gathering the evidence then suddenly she being threatened by evil soul named Zonan 
which had influenced Lan Lani to kill a man. She became depending on ASP Alias. Both of them have feeling 
to each other but never spill it out. She then was killed by Zonan, leaving ASP Alias clueless and he did not 
married towards the end of the novel. He figured out her feeling towards him 18 years after her death. The 
feeling was revealed by Noorhafizura herself 18 years after her death when she accidently ‘switched’ body with 
a young lawyer named Rita Yuzalina. Rita Yuzalina and Noorhafizura Izura switched body after an incident 
occurred at a secret experimental mind travel project in 2032 where Rita went back to the past, 2014, and took 
position as Noorhafizura Izura to reveal the identity of Zonan. Noorhafizura in Rita’s body confessed her feeling 
to ASP Alias who at that time was already in his 40’s. This can be found in the page 447. But ASP Alias consult 
himself, dead person would not be alive back again.  

Another moral value is justice. Justice, can be understand by just behavior or treatment towards a certain 
issue or problem. In this Sidney’s ‘Nothing Last Forever’, there are a lot of justice elements. Among of them is 
the determination of an attorney lawyer, Alan Penn, to prove that his client, Dr.Paige Taylor, is not guilty of 
murdering her patient, John Cronin under term euthanasia. She also was convicted as killing him for an amount 
money, one million dollar. This was proved from the page 3 as the writer introduced him as the opponent to 
prosecuting attorney. Then his character was expanded throughout the novel as the writer introduced his main 
characters and their life’s chronology. Alan Penn never gives up finding other proves and evidence that Dr.Paige 
was innocent even though almost all the evidences and testimonies are against her. Towards the end novel, the 
court is already into summation, he still stand on his ground acquiring dismissal of the charges to his client. At 
the end, the material witness of the case, Dr.Lawrence Barker who was supposed to be against Dr.Paige, 
suddenly supporting her and insulting the case as ‘the trial as farce’. Thus, this situation gave the winning score 
to Alan Penn. Whereas in the same novel, in the other situation, Dr.Paige Taylor was described as determined in 
finding justice.This situation occurred when one of her housemates, Dr.Kat Hunter who was found dead in 
humiliating condition in their bathroom by Dr.Honey Taft.  

Dr. Paige suspected the father of the child, Dr.Ken Mallory who did it. This was mentioned in page 332 as 
she was quoted said “She wanted the baby. The father didn’t want it”. She then started her own investigation 
after the police didn’t found any proves that can relate the murder with Dr.Ken. Even the autopsy didn’t show 
no sign of physical injuries and also any hazardous chemical. To add more to her suspicious, two days after that, 
Dr.Ken then was published on a famous magazine as he engaging with a daughter of famous bank owner. She 
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then came up with her own theory, Dr.Ken gave Dr.Kat a sedative, and she guessed chloral hydrate, a deadly 
chemical. She brought up her theory to Inspector Burns who then did not believe her. She then collaborated with 
Dr.Honey to find the prescription that she believed Dr. Ken falsified to use in Dr. Kat’s murder. She then 
managed to find the pharmacy he used and then she proved that in the third autopsy, the only chemical found 
was trichloroethylene is the by-product of chloral hydrate. She also then succeeded in helping Inspector Burns to 
record Dr.Ken’s statement about the deadly sedative as in the page 352.  

In his another novel, ‘Tell Me Your Dream’, the justice was showed by the determination of a young 
lawyer, David Singer in defending his client, Ashley Patterson from the charges guilty of murdering 4 men in 
separate places. David Singer was actually in the process of expanding his career as lawyer when he was asked a 
favor from Ashley’s father, to defend his daughter. David was reluctant at first but then when he remembered 
his debt to Dr.Patterson, he agreed. The plot continues when an old friend of David Singer, offered place and 
sources from him to start on. He referred Ashley Patterson’s case to a psychiatrist when she do not know two 
out of four victims and the DNA and finger print tests showed the otherwise, she’s been in the scene with all of 
them. After the session with a psychiatrist, he revealed Ashley’s Multiple Personality Disorder. From that point, 
he tried to prove to the court that all the personalities were real and she was not acting. He managed to convince 
the court as the testimonial from Dr Salem. 

As in Sidney novel, Ramlee’s novels did also have moral value on justice either ‘Mandatori’ or ‘Fiksyen 
302’. For the ‘Mandatori’, element of justice can be found here in the character Norman, right after all of his 
personalities merged into himself. Norman then learned about the history of life and all the individuals that have 
related with him. After that, Norman figured out that Juliana’s father, Dato’ Johari is the man who was 
responsible for the death sentence that was charged to his late father 13 years old ago. In the sense of justice, he 
took action into his own hands. He invited all those related with his life, Carlos’s life and Amran’s life to an 
empty house that he turned into his own ‘justice court’. This event can be read in page 451 where all of these 
individuals met and confused over the host’s identity. Everyone there have their punishments, excluding 
Amran’s family and his best friend. They were shot at the palm of their hand each person.  

Then, the ultimate punishment was the death sentence by hanging and Dato’ Johari was the person blamed. 
To everyone amazement, Dato’ Johari did not defend himself, instead he admitted all his mistakes and willing to 
accept the punishment to be hanged. In this ‘court’, Norman also highlighted Rita Lee’s action as she framed 
Hambali in her international article citing that Hambali, as one of the engineer of Bakun Project, made a 
negative statement about the project. Her action then resulting Hambali being fired by his boss. Norman then 
shot at one of her hands at the palm as her ‘punishment’. In another Ramlee’s novel, ‘Fiksyen 302’, the main 
characters, Norhafiza Izura and Inspector Alias were determined to bring the villain, Zonan, the masked killer to 
justice and revealing who is the culprit. All four of the murder suspects were possessed by an evil soul, named 
Zonan. The case on Lan Lani’s trial was then closed after the judge found out that the convicted was mentally 
unstable. So do the other three suspects. They all were formerly resident of Hospital Permai in Johor and were 
confirmed as healthy and mentally-fit before the murders incident being inflicted by each one of them. Even 
though the case was closed, ASP Alias and Noorhafizura Izura were determined to find the real identity of 
Zonan as they believe he is existing and in physical form. 2 years after that, Noorhafizura was killed by Zonan 
and left ASP Alias clueless. Then 18 years later, Rita Yuzalina, who was involved in secret experimental on 
mind travel project then travelled back to the past, and took position in Noorhafizura’s mind in order to reveal 
the true identity of Zonan. Noorhafizura which is Rita’s body then managed to inform ASP Alias who is Zonan 
really. They set a trap and Zonan was caught after he hit Rita’s car and resulting the original Rita came back to 
her body. In page 458, ASP Alias did not surprised when Zonan’s mask was revealed. He said in his satisfaction 
and cynically to Zonan, ‘20 tahun saya menjejaki kamu. Akhirnya Zonan tewas juga.’ (20 years I have been 
chasing you. Now, you are defeated, Zonan).  

The other example of justice is in the character of Rita Yuzalina, in the year 2032, when right after Zonan 
was brought to the court, she defended Zonan who is Lan Lani, who was originally named Irwansyah. Rita 
insisted on defending him as she discovered that it was her family’s fault 23 years ago that turned that man into 
monster today. In page 490, Rita Yuzalina admitted that her parents, Datuk Mahali and Datin Ummu Hani were 
responsible for what they have done to Irwansyah and his fiancée, Zarina Mustapha. She was quoted as saying;  

 
‘Ya!Keluarga kami yang memulakan malapetaka ini.Tertuduh hanyala mangsa.’ 
(Yes! Our family was the source of this catastrophe. The accused was only a victim.) 
 
As for the end of this chapter, it is found that the moral value that was share by two of these novels is love. 

As for Sheldon’s ‘Nothing Last forever’, the moral values are love your work or career and the other one, love 
of money can’t buy you happiness. While for Ramlee’s Fiksyen 302, the moral value on love is on focusing 
more towards family and also feeling towards other person different gender, or romantic relationship. Next, 
another moral value is justice. This moral value shared by these two novels but in each novel, the definition of 
justice is almost the same but the cause and action by the characters are totally different.  
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Conclusion: 
As towards the end of this study, the researchers have enlisted several similarities and differences between 

these two thriller-genre-writers based on two different languages of novels (English and Malay), from different 
continents and countries. However, both of them effectively imply the RRT aspects in gaining reader’s attention 
and interest. 

To conclude all, both Ramlee andSheldon share a lot of similarities. In term of theme of their novels, 
among four of their novels, two share a same theme which are ‘Tell Me Your Dreams’ and ‘Mandatori’. Two of 
their novels share the same single theme which is about Multiple Personality Disorder (MPD). While for the 
moral values of love and justice, ‘Nothing Last Forever’, and ‘Fiksyen 302’ share the similarities.  

The other similarities that Sheldon and Ramlee shared the similarities are both of them used flashback in 
their novels, used detailed description and applied factual information.Whereas, for the differences that Sidney 
and Ramlee have is both of the authors were influenced by their culture and religious beliefs.Sheldon with 
Western culture while Ramlee was more towards Eastern culture, specifically, Islamic culture. The other 
significant difference was Seldon tends to use woman as his main characters and he also somehow has a great 
respect over woman or female. Likewise, he also wants to change the perception on women as they are not 
weak, dependent on man and also especially, they are not solely the sexual objects for men. This correlates with 
the interview with Sheldon which he looks upon the female and women. While for Ramlee, he is fond of using 
motivational advices in his novels and Islamic messages. This also support the way he getsthe inspiration in 
writing his novels, which is through praying and Doa (Islamic prayers).  
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